Covert Attention Alters 2nd-Order Contrast Sensitivity
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Background

« Covert attention affects contrast sensitivity for 1st-order,
luminance-defined patterns, increasing sensitivity at the
attended location, while reducing sensitivity at unattended
locations.

Can an increase in effective contrast at the 1st-order
stage explain the present findings?
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- non-informative peripheral cue
- 1st-order carrier contrast: 70%
- 2nd-order modulation contrast: 16-96% f
- each of 4 conditions were blocked _ ol
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